hardly more than a shadow." This sentimental view of death from tuberculosis reappears frequently in this monograph. Dormandy has been influenced by Rene and Jean Dubos' widely-read and often cited book, The white plague: tuberculosis, man and society. Although Dormandy's book is longer and more comprehensive, some of the stories of dying consumptives will be familiar to those who have read The white plague. Like his predecessors, Dormandy conflates literature and art with reality, equating the image or metaphor of a creative person with tuberculosis with an actual encounter with disease. This strategy allows him to maintain a peculiar perspective on the disease and the experiences of the sick. Dormandy insists that an arcane and long discredited phenomena known in the nineteenth century as spes phthisica "the hope of the tuberculous" is essential for understanding the impact of the disease on the patient. "Illnesses", he maintains, "have their personalities in much the same way as nationalities and historic periods, impossible to define, but once experienced, instantly recognizable.... They imprint themselves on all those with whom they come into contact." Spes phthisica, he argues, has given all those who contracted tuberculosis throughout history, "a will to fight in this world and a will to create in this world." This "unbreakable thread", he contends, "is woven into the-history of the White Death."
This perspective at once explains Dormandy's decision to focus on creative individuals. It also explains why he paid so little attention to the current historiography. 
